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DEVELOPING LITHIUM VALLEY

World-class battery manufacturing ecosystem
Improve renewable energy, create good jobs
New regulatory certainty

Spur private investment

Labor and environmental standards IMPERIAL
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Northend Action Council

Town Hall Meeting

March 23rd, 2022 at 6:00PM
Grace Smith School Multipurpose Room
9 E 4th St, Niland, California

Diana Juarez, Councilwoman

Nellie Perez, Councilwoman

1. Call to Order & President’s Welcome - *Please® silence your phone!
2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Consent [tems
a. Approval of Agenda
b. Approval of Minutes
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| THE COALITION OF LABOR, AGRICULTURE & BUSINESS




LITHIUM VALLEY

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

LITHIUM VALLEY ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY INVESTMENT PLAN

Summary

Lithium/rare-mineral mining/processing/manufacturing and renewable energy generation/storage possess the
opportunity to propel the economic future of Imperial County residents for generations.

Introduction

The County of Imperial desires to increase the overall wealth of its residents through private economic investment
into the Imperial Valley Region in the form of lithium and rare mineral extraction, processing and
manufacturing/packaging for end-user applications and renewable energy generation/storage in the form of
geothermal, solar, wind and energy storage. The Imperial County Lithium Valley Economic Opportunity Investment
Plan will be accomplished through specific actions of the County of Imperial, State of California and the United
States Federal Government.

Lithium is a vital mineral in the rechargeable batteries used by consumers in portable computing devices, electric
vehicles and battery storage. More than 80% of the world’s raw lithium is mined in Australia, Chile, and China.
Currently, Currently, China controls more than half of the world’s lithium processing and refining and has three-
fourths of the lithium-ion battery mega factories in the world, according to the International Energy Agency.

Today, the United 5tates has only 1% of global lithium being mined and processed, according to the U.5. Geological
Survey. Imperial County, California is blessed with an abundance of Geothermal Brine at the Salton Sea. The earth
heated brine is rich in critical minerals needed for the production of batteries and alloys, including lithium,
manganese and zinc,

Industry professionals estimate there may be as much as fifteen (15) million tons of lithium in Imperial County that
would take 50-100 years to extract. Additionally, there is an estimated 1,000-1,500 MW of additional geothermal
energy generation available. The mining of lithium (and other rare-earth minerals) in addition to geothermal
power generation provide the opportunity for the United States to have greater control over needed material in
the supply chain for electric vehicles and consumer/commercial electronics while providing greater stability to our
energy supply.

fits of Economic In men
County (Local)

Employment opportunities (construction and operation).

Ryan Kelley

Supervisor, District 4

INVESTMENT PLAN
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BOS ADOPTED: 02-15-22
M.O. #16

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF IMPERIAL
ADOPTING THE IMPERIAL COUNTY LITHIUM VALLEY ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITY INVESTMENT PLAN (LVIFP)

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-19

WHEREAS, the County of Impenial has approximately 186,000 residents (State of
California Department of Finance Estimate: 2021) and has a current unemployment rate of 14.7%
(a labor force of 67,600 with 57,700 employed and 9,900 unemployment as of December, 2021
(State of California Employment Development Department); and

WHEREAS, m@mofhmnﬂdmmmmmmmcnppomwfmﬂl
residents through the attraction; retention and growth of - mdustnes that make economic
investments in the County of Imperial; and

WHEREAS, the County of Imperial desires to increase pﬂruc:patu:m and partnership with
the State of California and the United States Federal Government to make n&eded investments in
education and mﬁ'astmmue in Imperial County; and

WHEREAS lithium/rare-mineral extraction and geothermal energ}"- ‘producers . have
determined that Imperial County may hold as much as fifteen (15) million mctnc- tons of lithium
and 1,500 to 3, t}m megawatts of renewable energy; and

WIIEREAS. wnsumm-dcmmd for electric vehicles and portab]e c]acﬁnmcdewces whl,ch
ampowuadmthhihmnmduthurs?emnerﬂscmhmmmcm,and i

WBEREAS the County ofhngmalinswmkedm crea:eaﬁ'a.memﬂcta:rpandme
regional economy mmugh the [.11hnIm ¥a]ley Economic Gppnrhmlty Inveshnmt Plan (LVIP}

1.: H

NOW, THEREFDRE, the Board of Supemsars of the Coumy &f I.mpenal molv&s as
follows: $s

(N TheRmmlsselfur!habovemmeandmrremmdmmmrpnmtaﬂmmthls
Resolution by this reference.

| s
(2)  The County of Imperial Board of Supervisors hereby adopts the Lithium Valley
Economic Opportunity Investment Plan (LVIP).

(3)  The County of Imperial Board of Supervisors hereby authorize the County

Fvarutive Miffissr (OEMY andlar hiclhar dacisnaalsl ta hanie fanlassantation afaaid




LITHIUM VALLEY
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
INVESTMENT PLAN
REQUESTED SPECIFIC ACTIONS
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Lithium Valley

Economic Opportunities Planning Community News Contact
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