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SSMP Phase I 10-Year Plan 
2018 - 2028
• State is committed to making progress on 

the ground
• Urgent need to address public health and 

ecological challenges
• Near-term priorities

• 15,000 acres of habitat projects
oNew River
oWhitewater River 
oAlamo River

• 15,000 acres of dust suppression projects

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Newsom Administration is committed to addressing air quality and ecological threats at the Salton Sea. 

The immediate focus is implementing the Salton Sea Management Program, a 10-year plan that prioritizes construction of dust suppression and habitat projects on exposed playa and areas that will be exposed by 2028. 

Project delivery is behind schedule, and the state team is redoubling efforts on multiple fronts to make near-term progress on the ground to improve conditions for communities around the sea. A programmatic approach to land access, permitting and other activities should increase the pace and scale of work in the coming year and help the state make progress on acreage goals under the SSMP and the State Water Resources Control Board’s Stipulated Order. 




SSMP Habitat Projects
Species Conservation Habitat

• First major SSMP habitat project

• 3,770-acre site of exposed lakebed

• Southwestern end of the Sea, east & west 
of the New River

• Request for Proposals expected to be 
issued in coming weeks

• Estimated to be complete by end of 2023

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The state is intensely focused on beginning construction of the first major SSMP project: the 3,770-acre Species Conservation Habitat (SCH) project at the southern end of the sea along the New River. 

Site access issues for the SCH were resolved in May 2019, and the state expects to award a design-build contract in late summer 2020. Project construction will begin as soon as possible after the contract is awarded, with completion by the end of 2023. Additional habitat and dust suppression projects are being considered downslope of the SCH area where more exposed playa is expected and along the mouth of the Alamo River. 




SSMP Habitat Projects
Future Projects

North Lake Project - Concept

• Approximately 3,680-acre horseshoe-
shaped lake

• North end of the Salton Sea adjacent to the 
Whitewater stormwater channel 

Alamo River  - Future site

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The state team also is coordinating with local partners to refine and advance the North Lake project concept. The concept includes construction of an approximately 3,680-acre horseshoe-shaped lake at the north end of the Salton Sea to create habitat for fish and birds, dust control, and recreational opportunities.




SSMP Dust Suppression - Bruchard Road Project 
• Trenching on 150 – 200 

acres of exposed playa

• Located on the southern of 
the Sea

• Estimated to be complete in 
next few months

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The SSMP includes nearly 15,000 acres of dust suppression projects planned for emissive areas around the sea.

The immediate focus is a pilot project along Bruchard Road that will test effectiveness of trenching on 150 to 200 acres of exposed playa at the southern end of the sea. The project should be completed over the next few months.



SSMP Dust Suppression
Future Projects & Engagement
• Evaluating sites for 9,000 acres of dust 

suppression

• Preliminary locations determined by soil 
emissivity, prevailing wind patterns and 
threat to populated areas

• Pubic meeting later this fall to gather 
input on priorities 

• Developing a programmatic approach to 
environmental planning and permitting

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The state team is evaluating sites for 9,000 acres of dust suppression at several locations determined by soil emissivity, prevailing wind patterns and threat to populated areas. Initial areas were identified based on air quality information from the California Air Resources Board and Imperial Irrigation District. 

A community forum is planned for later this fall to discuss the state’s approach to dust suppression, identify data gaps and gather community input.

The state team is pursuing programmatic permitting to accelerate dust suppression projects and is working with partners to develop a monitoring and adaptive management plan.




Transparency / Community Engagement
• Work with local leaders and 

community members to 
improve transparency and 
engagement 

• Incorporate community 
input and priorities where 
possible

• Launch new Salton Sea 
website and e-newsletter

• Increase local presence

• Identify opportunities for 
local employment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The state team is working with local leaders and community members to build a long-term, respectful approach to engage with Salton Sea community members, listen to their ideas and concerns and incorporate local input into the state’s process and decisions, and implement a robust engagement plan. A schedule of public meetings will be available in the coming weeks.

The state team will launch a comprehensive state website at www.saltonsea.ca.gov in November to provide a single, one-stop-shop site for the public to find information on SSMP projects, status of state funding and opportunities to provide input.

Another key focus is to establish a consistent state presence at the sea and explore office / staff facilities that can meet both state and community needs



Partnerships

• Work with local, state, tribal and federal partners to pursue funding

• Develop templates for land access, water availability and recreation opportunities

• Engage with partners to address scientific data gaps and identify priorities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Key Message: Another key focus is engaging with local, state, tribal and federal partners to assess and secure funding sources and coordinate activities involving land access, water availability and environmental planning and permitting.  

We are also working proactively with partners to streamline planning and approval processes.

The state team also is engaging with partners to address scientific data gaps and identify priorities in a potential resilience bond measure in 2020.



SSMP Planning
• Implement an 

additional 26,000 acres

• Programmatic approach 
to environmental 
planning and permitting

• Establishing framework 
to address critical path 
items including water 
availability and land 
access

• Complete independent 
analysis of water import 
concepts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Beyond the 3,770-acre SCH, the state team is actively planning to deliver another 26,000 acres of projects as soon as possible. 

A programmatic approach is being pursued to accelerate environmental planning and permitting to get projects on line. Concurrently, the state team is establishing a framework to address critical path items including water availability, land access and funding to fully implement the SSMP 10 Year Plan

In addtion, the state team is moving ahead with a third-party review to evaluate water importation proposals that may warrant further consideration for a long-term strategy for managing the Salton Sea.
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